October 16, 2003

veterans a day. It is for these brave veterans
that | introduce this bill and ask my colleagues
for swift passage.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
CHEMTRONICS, INC.

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an important business in my district
celebrating it's 50th anniversary. In 1953, Bert
Gross, James Lowry and Daniel Brimm joined
together to start Chemtronics, Inc., a local
small-business specializing in technology that
could remove metal in a very rapid and con-
trolled manner. Chem-tronics, Inc. was incor-
porated in October 1953, with company offices
and chemical etching facilities set up in rented
World War Il surplus barracks on Gillespie
Field in EI Cajon, California.

Early sales efforts were focused on aircraft
frames and skins but they soon realized that
the chemical milling process could be applied
advantageously to jet engine components as
well. With this new opportunity, the company
embarked on a campaign to earn a contract
with General Electric Co., working on their
TF-39 jet engine. From the middle 1960’s into
the early 1970's, Chem-tronics Inc., built
around nine hundred of these parts.

By the early 70’s, tools and trained per-
sonnel were developed for repairing and accu-
rately reforming titanium fan blades for jet en-
gines utilizing a process patented by the com-
pany. This activity has expanded in scope and
size over the years and is now a major ele-
ment of the business with its own specialized
management and marketing staff, known as
Aviation Repair, also located in El Cajon, Cali-
fornia.

Chem-tronics, Inc., while still small, was be-
coming recognized as a high quality product-
producing, vertically integrated, one-stop-shop
facility. By 1975, Chem-tronics had products
on space launch systems, most of the larger
commercial airframes, and several of General
Electric Co. and Pratt & Whitney Co.’s larger
commercial jet engines.

During this same period of time, Daniel
Brimm, who had bought out his earlier part-
ners, developed a unique integral stiffening
feature with chemical milling that he patented
called Unistructure. This was a critical turning
point in the success of Chem-tronics, Inc.
Since 1976, Unistructure stiffened light-weight
products have been designed and built for vir-
tually every new By-pass Outer Duct for every
military jet engine built in the USA. Driven by
a company commitment to provide each cus-
tomer with a one-stop-shop, Chem-tronics
began to supply complete product design
services in 1978, which included computer
aided design and computer, aided manufac-
turing.

The trend of expanding Chem-tronics’ tech-
nology has continued over the years with in-
creasing levels of production, factory floor
space, manpower and facilities. Major cus-
tomers include General Electric Co., Pratt and
Whitney Aircraft, Rolls-Royce-Allison, Allied
Signal, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman
and Boeing. Through these customers, Chem-
tronics’ products have become an important
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part of military and commercial aircraft, such
as the B-1B and B2 Bombers, Joint Strike
Fighter, F22 Raptor, as well as the space
shuttle and various space launch systems.

The current president, James Legler, joined
the company in 1978. Through his leadership,
Chem-tronics, Inc. has continued to grow as
an aerospace industry leader in technology,
quality products, and commitment to customer
satisfaction. My fellow colleagues, Chem-
tronics, Inc. represents the small-business
spirit that made America great. Join me in
congratulating this company for their success
in creating jobs, providing critical services and
products to our country’s national security, and
making the San Diego community proud for 50
years.

—————

SYRIA ACCOUNTABILITY AND LEB-
ANESE SOVEREIGNTY RESTORA-
TION ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in cautious support of the Syria Accountability
and Lebanese Sovereignty Act (H.R. 1828).

It is entirely appropriate that we send a
strong message to the Syrian government that
they have not done enough to weaken terrorist
activities in their country. Syria's continued
support of international terrorist organizations
like Hizballah, Islamic Jihad and Hamas is un-
acceptable. The United States has given Syria
ample opportunity to remove these terrorist
threats, and we cannot stand idly by while ter-
rorist operations continue.

In addition, the United States must clearly
state that the Syrian occupation of Lebanon
will not be tolerated. The people of Lebanon
deserve to be ruled by the Lebanese, and not
an occupying Syrian force with ties to ter-
rorism. Syrian troops in Lebanon represent a
destabilizing force that threatens the peace of
Israel and the entire Middle East region.

The Syria Accountability Act must be used
as a political lever intended to send an unmis-
takable message to Syrian President Assad
that his government’s support for terrorist or-
ganizations and occupation of Lebanon cannot
be allowed. It must not, however, be inter-
preted as a catalyst for military action in Syria.
Inflaming the dialogue about Syria’s reported
connections with al-Qaeda or Iraq will only
lead to rash decisions unreflective of the best
interests of the United States and our allies in
the global war on terrorism.

We must remain committed engaging the
Syrian government in diplomatic exchange.
Only by talking can we expect to improve our
bilateral relations with Syria and bring about a
peaceful resolution to this challenging issue.

——
ON THE INTRODUCTION OF DAIRY

FORWARD CONTRACTING LEGIS-
LATION

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | introduced legislation to make perma-
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nent the authority for dairy producers and
processors to have an important risk manage-
ment tool known as forward pricing contracts.
As the ranking minority member of the Agri-
culture Committee’s subcommittee that has ju-
risdiction over dairy policy, | hope to move this
legislation forward before the existing statutory
authority expires next year. | am very pleased
that my subcommittee chairman, Mr. Gut-
knecht of Minnesota, has joined me in intro-
ducing this legislation, along with 14 other of
our colleagues.

Forward pricing contracts allow farmers and
their customers the opportunity to freely nego-
tiate a long-term contract for the sale of their
agricultural products at a fixed price. This risk
management tool gives farmers greater pre-
dictability for income streams, which in turn al-
lows for better management of farm and busi-
ness operations.

Buyers and sellers of many farm commod-
ities rely heavily on forward contracts. Accord-
ing to a report by the GAO, forward cash con-
tracting is the risk management tool most fre-
quently used by producers outside the dairy
sector. A majority of cotton (76 percent), corn
(65 percent), and wheat (57 percent) pro-
ducers use forward contracts to lock in their
prices and revenue. Dairy producers have uti-
lized this tool less, primarily because the legal
requirements of the federal milk marketing
order system have prevented dairy processors
from offering this risk management tool to
dairy farmers.

In 1999, Congress decided to amend fed-
eral law to remove this impediment to dairy
forward pricing contracts. A pilot program was
established, allowing dairy producers and
processors to enter into voluntary agreements
for the sale of a set amount of milk for a fixed
price over a specified period of time. These
contracts are based on a negotiated price
rather than the minimum price set monthly
under federal milk marketing orders.

The pilot program went into effect in July
2000, and is due to expire December 31,
2004. Although it has only been in place for a
few years, it is an important tool for the dairy
industry to have that deserves permanence.
The bill that | introduced today would make
this program a permanent authority and there-
by ensure the availability of forward pricing
contracts to any and all producers and proc-
essors who voluntarily want to use such a risk
management tool.

I hope my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting this legislation and making it become
law in the near future.

SPINA BIFIDA AWARENESS MONTH
HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
let my colleagues know that October is Na-
tional Spina Bifida Awareness Month and to
pay tribute to the more than 70,000 Ameri-
cans—and their family members—who are
currently affected by Spina Bifida—the nation’s
most common, permanently disabling birth de-
fect. The Spina Bifida Association of America
(SBAA), an organization that has helped peo-
ple with Spina Bifida and their families for
nearly 30 years, works every day—not just in
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